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LEGAL DETERMINANTS OF PARTICIPATION OF THE FIREFIGH TERS AND ARMED FORCES
OF THE FIGHT AGAINST THE IMPACT OF EXTRAORDINARY EV ENTS

ABSTRAKT

Tentoclanok sa snazi prezentavddlezité, z pravnehd’adiska, interakcie medzi hasi vojenskych zloziek vylovanych

na vykonavanie Uloh v pripade mimoriadnych a kifebwsituacii. Navrhované rieSenia sl zaloZené naesiasti v oblasti
chemickej dekontaminacie v krizovych situaciachtoTiieSenia tieZz brado Gvahy existujuce zasady organizacie chemické
zachranu a ochranu Zivotného prostredia a technisgBopnosti vykonavasanané hmoty v narodnych haskych a
zachrannych sluzieb. Dokument tiez uvadza prikpadktickych rieSeni pre organizaciuca®'ou Ulohy.

KPuéové slovahasti a vojenska spolupraca, pravne aspekty, hrozbdigiemia, dekontaminacia

ABSTRACT

This article attempts to present important fromegdl point of view, the interaction between the firgade and military

components secreted to perform the tasks in thet efeextraordinary and crisis situations. The pospd solutions are
based on experience in the field of chemical degoimation in crisis situations. These solutionaizke into account the
existing principles of organization chemical reseun protection of the environment and the tecHrdepacity to carry out

mass decontamination in the national fire and ressarvices. The paper also presents examples ofigahsolutions for

the organization of task components.

Keywords:firefighters and military cooperation, legal cotidns, threat of contamination, decontamination

INTRODUCTION

One of the most desirable needs of any societhigssense of (ensuring) security. It can be achi@vadarily through a
structured community activities. Peace of mind caty guarantee the survival of an adequate levebrganization of
society. This is done through the use of securitljcp, the use of security tools and by stipulatangd enforcing the law.
Everything seems to take on greater significancernviiie look through the prism of what risks we famtay such as: natural
disasters, technical, environmental, and proliferadf weapons of mass destruction, terrorism agdrtzed crime.

A base to efficient operation of crisis managenaatappropriate legislation where such a docunsethiei main act on crisis
management [1]. In Poland, the Act was establish@®07 and consists of thirty-five articles. ltsvsubsequently revised in
2010, but the number of items has not changedc®htent of this Act, any regulations which dealhviiie management at a
time when a crisis occurs or a severe situatiod,mmints to the authorities who are obliged to wankl perform their duties
in conformity with the principles of crisis managemh and also touches the issues of funding of thedées. The text of the
Act will also find an explanation of various contgghat are used in relation to the whole subjeotl so, for example, to
clarify the concept: a situation of crisis. In dilthi, there also will find ways to solve and addrése emergency plan. The
purpose of the Act was to harmonize all the pravisiand operation relating to disaster management.

THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SYSTEM IN POLAND

The category of primary contamination include camtetion arising directly in the field contaminat@te danger zone), or
by contact with contaminated air cloud are hedgiativities. Contamination are formed at the timeadéase of hazardous
substances and can cover not only the area, plahicles, but also clothes and exposed skin of lpeapo were in the
danger zone at the time of the leak. The categarpde primary contamination and contamination edusy contact with
moving cloud of contaminated air. Hazardous sultgtsmoving from the wind can result in contaminatd objects by:

- penetration into porous materials or easily abswrbblatile substances in the form of vapors arskga

- spontaneous (gravity) precipitation of contamingitust or droplets;

- contact with atmospheric precipitation containiragngerous substances released.

In this category we can also include contaminatidnrescue equipment and rescue workers residinthénzone of
contamination [2].
The crisis management system in Poland is a medgtland consists of the following components:

- disaster management authorities,
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- consultative and advisory bodies have jurisdictioninitiate and coordinate activities in the fietef crisis

management,

- crisis management centers, maintaining a 24-h@dimess to take action.

In accordance with the territorial jurisdiction,ettiNational Emergency Management System create aodlinate its
operation, the following authorities:
- commune administratdmayor or city president) in the terms of refeestablished by a voivode,
- foreman which defines the tasks and control tasks in dhea the district, and of emergency life, healtte t
environment and property management system witiedhaty emergency response team,
- voivode which defines the tasks and monitors their im@etation in the province, in an emergency thredifeo
health, the environment and property managemetersywith the provincial emergency response team.

Depending on the scale of the threat (area andipatéd results) are running the appropriate adsinative levels of crisis

management (Table 1).

Tab. 1 System of Polish crisis management

3]

Administrative level

Crisis management
authority

Consultative and advisory
authority

Crisis Management Centre

The Council of Ministers, thg

Governmental Crisis

Management Team

National Prime Minister Management Team Government Security Centr
The minister in charge of

Departmental government administration, | Crisis Management Team | Crisis Management Centre
Head of the Central (ministries, central office) | (ministries, central office)
Authority

The voivodeship Voivode Voivodship Crisis Regional Emergency

Management Center

District Crisis Management

County Emergency

Mayor, mayor of the city

Team

Poviat district administrator county Team Management Center
- They can be created (there
Communal Crisis O
. Commune administrator Management (Response) no bligation to S‘?t.“P)
Community ’ communal (municipal)

emergency management
centers

is

The central government authority in matters of aig@tion of national rescue and fire-fighting are forotection is the
Commander in Chief of the State Fire Service, sulifiethe minister responsible for internal affaiational Firefighting
and Rescue System is organized in a way that eftsurentinued functioning at different levels, ndyne

- poviat, as the primary executive level rescue at@ns in the municipalities and the county,

- voivodship, as the level of support and coordoratf rescue operations in the province,

- central, as the level of support and coordinatibrescue operations in the country.

The system works in two stages:
- constant vigil and acute response, which involve&ing rescue operations by their own strength @sdurces of
the district and the municipalities,

- carrying out rescue operations requiring the usearipower and resources from

the run is the level of support and coordinatiothwie

operations from the central level (the country).

An outline of the organizational structure is shawnFigure 1.
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Fig. 1 Organizational structure of Rescue System [4]

CHEMICAL RESCUE OF THE ARMED FORCES AND THE NATIONAL FIREFIGHTIN G AND RESCUE
SYSTEM

Military chemical rescue (also known as chemicacue subsystem), its organization, priorities, itkgteoperational rules
and procedures for the use of force, are diffefil@rh the rules in force in the National Rescue airdfighting, hence the
need to systematize the basic concepts in the diettto compare existing solutions. The armed fonfechemical rescue
has been implemented in the system of defense sigai@apons of mass destruction (CBRN-Def.) - thisvall the

perception of it as a task force prepared to cohdweconnaissance, identification and monitoring cohtamination,

decontamination and disaster recovery chemicadiological accident.

Table 2 shows the range of tasks in the field efhaical and radiological emergency military andffghters.

Tab.2 The basic tasks of the chemical or radickigimergency

National rescue and firefighting system - tasks Chemical and radiological
chemical and environmental rescue rescue subsystem Armed Forces

The risk assessment chemical contamination, ratieaand
biological

Risk identification, evaluation and prediction of]
their development, including the identification | Forecasting contamination resulting from failure
and sampling of chemical substances

Reconnaissance of contamination and identify thieareas of
contamination

Evacuation of victims and vulnerable people and
animals out of the danger zone

Warning and alarm about the danger position, and
information on the rules of behavior

The development of applications and proposalsuhér

Tied chemical sorbents proceedings, methods of protection and to redudeciminate
pollution

Determination of the possibilities and conditionsthe rescue
operation and removing the causes and consequehaesidents
Reducing emissions of chemical substances Limttiegspread of contamination

Posing water curtains
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Keeping decontamination of people and
equipment

Chemical neutralization, collection of chemical$s  uNalization of toxic industrial materials
Pumping and movement of chemicals into the
tank replacement

Posing dams on streams or water areas threatened
by spills of hazardous substances

Decontamination people, equipment, buildings, land

Delivery of water and the preparation and Delivery of water and the preparation and distidrusolutions,
distribution solutions, neutralizing neutralizing

" Own elaboration based on:
» the Guidelines for the organization of rescue clvainand ecological in the National Firefighting amfescue of
23.04.2007
 the Guidelines Deputy Chief of the General StathefPolish Armed Forces on the operation subsy§&themical
Rescue the Polish Armed Forces 27.06.2005

THE LEGISLATIVE BASIS FOR CRISIS MANAGEMENT

Following the events in Poland and in the worlcréhare often situations where emergency respoviieh remain the
responsibility of the civil authorities can't eftaeely prevent yourself without the help of the iaity. State services in their
areas of responsibility will never be one hundredcpnt self-sufficient and why it is so importast the element of
cooperation between the civil service and the anijit Referring to the crisis as part of a risingettt or national or
international, it is certain that the military raihed and used to work in both Poland and abroagending on the extent of
the danger authorities may decide that all or pathe mobilization of the armed forces and, if eexary, ask NATO for
support. Participation of armed forces in respogdthe crisis is mainly based on the laws onaexttinary and developed
on the basis of Regulations.

In discharging the responsibilities allied Polisim&d Forces participate in NATO military operatiomshe other, which are
based on the use of military capabilities for psgmother than combat operations [5]. This meaatsinhspecial situations
where there is a potential risk of a disaster oeghon a large scale it is possible to supportcitig service specialist
components excreted from the resources of the Arffeedes. This action is intended to prevent thalason of conflicts,
peace-making and assisting with post-conflict retction.

These activities can be divided into [6]:
- conflict prevention,
- peace-building,
- arms control and measures to prevent them fronadpre,
- peace support operations,
- humanitarian operations,
- evacuation operations not involved in the fight.

Under normal circumstances the armed forces argubeantor of the proper, like the undisturbed t@ment of the state,
which can shape the sovereign policy and its positi the international arena. The role playedhsymilitary in our nation
best reflect the provisions of the Constitution lo¢ tThird of May: "The army should protect the natlmoundaries and
general peace, in a word, to be his strongestdsfifg¢lused to be the national army so can the divéedense of the country,
the safeguarding of fortresses and frontiers dst@sxe of law, if its execution would not obey. "

The provisions currently in force the Polish Cagion provides that: "The Armed Forces of the Réjull Polish State
shall safeguard the independence and integritisdérritory and ensure the security and integrftits borders" [8]. Follows
from this that the Armed Forces are designed tontam the independence of the country and ensuthegterritorial
integrity and borders. However, whereas a much daoapectrum of threats "Strategy for developmédnthe national
security of the Republic of Polish 2022" states:tfii&ie armed forces may also be involved in respandd non-military
crisis threats (including those with a transnatiastaracter through support of forces and intessaurity measures [9].
In paragraph 64, this document also stresses ratifig forces in crisis conditions will be carriemuit according to the
principles of peaceful direct use of the structumésis management system of national defensetadwliUnits dedicated to
international groupings, with tasks in the emergemesponse will lead operational commanders theds.subunits troops
used in support of organizational units subordirtateor supervised by the Minister of Internal Affairemain in the
organizational structure and command system ofPthiesh Armed Forces. important task of the ArmedcEs is also to
support other state authorities in ensuring intesaaurity and Polish provide the necessary myli@sistance to the relevant
institutions and central and local government dmpants, civil organizations and the public in resg® to public. Such
activities include observation and control of Pol@rspace, support the protection of land bordersterritorial waters, as
well as reconnaissance and intelligence operatioosjtoring of nuclear, chemical and biological @igein the country and
carry out clean-up the area with explosives andyeigus military objects. In addition, the armedcés remain ready to
engage - either alone or in cooperation with oftate agencies and services - search and rescag. Wil continue to
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participate in the national crisis management systonstantly expanding its ability to assist talevant public authorities
and the public in the event of natural disasteemmade disasters and terrorist threats [9].
Given these provisions is clearly shown that ineca emergency the public can expect help fromaimy. Military
chemical rescue (also known as chemical rescueyst#ms), its organization, priorities, detailed ggemal rules and
procedures for the use of force, are different fthmrules in force in the National Rescue and Eingihg, hence the need to
systematize the basic concepts in the field armbiopare existing solutions.
The possibility of the participation of the armexides in the fight against natural disasters, Hagdaw on universal duty to
defend on November 21, 1967, in Article 3, whicfers to this as follows: The Armed Forces may dsdnvolved in the
fight against natural disasters and eliminatiothefr impact exploration campaigns and save huiifeu.l.) [1].
Legally assistance is also regulated by the arroszes$ in the event of sudden snowfall through then€ib of Ministers of
20 November 1989 on the benefits to the operatibthe railway during severe weather conditions. Rutlear that
assistance by the departments of the Ministry aiddal Defence on the basis of the agreement cahmesdMinistry of
Defence and the General Directorate of State RagwAgreement of 20 July 1990, determined the th#hé event of rapid
or prolonged snowfall, gainer characteristics abtural disaster in your area, power and militegources can be directed to
clearing hubs and stations which are essentidlemperation of railway transport. At the same tstipulating the army will
help only if the forces and resources of the SRatdways has been used wholly.
Separately, were also imposed on the military potasks for participation in the liquidation of eeguences of natural
disasters. As one of the eight tasks Military Roket defines: the fight against natural disastensjronmental emergencies
and elimination of their consequences, and actaréigipation in actions search and rescue and hitaram, to protect life
and health and propeifg].
Rules for the participation of the Polish Armed Fesrin the event of the introduction of a naturabdter are a bit different
and they have been standardized by the Law on Stdenergency on 18 April 2002 Under this law, taily detachments
can be used in times of natural disaster, wherauieeof other manpower and resources is imposeiblesufficient, the
Minister of National Defence may at the disposaVaif’fode in whose area of operation is a natursdster, subdivisions or
branches of the Polish Armed Forces, together keifiérral to perform tasks related to the objectif/preventing the effects
of a natural disaster or deletifitj. This law, however, stipulates that the subtaniunits dedicated to aid are still under the
command of his superiors but perform business taskigned by the competent governor. The tasksbeaassigned
detachments or units composed of endorser or inrteged task forces.
The fact that the armed forces can be used inscsitliations and when and in what cases, saysrthg5aof the Law on
Crisis Management in words: If an emergency forces the use of other measures are not possiblendr loa sufficient,
unless other regulations do not provide otherwise ,Minister of National Defence, at the requestaifode may delegate
his disposal subdivisions or branches Polish ArfiRertes' the branches of the Armed Forces ", the tifnsubmission to
perform tasks in the field of crisis managementdisions shall be used only in accordance with phovincial disaster
management plans if their participation is incluéed there is dedicated to them the tasks thatapverith the training of a
specialist'.
The tasks assigned to them under the Act include:
- participation in the monitoring of risks,
- perform the tasks related to the assessment @ftbets of phenomena occurring in the area of lthzar
- perform search and rescue duties,
- evacuate injured people and property,
- perform the tasks in order to prepare the grouné femporary stay of the population evacuateddésignated
areas,
- participation in the protection of property lefttime area of hazard,
- isolation of the area of hazard or place a respagation,
- execution of work safety, rescue and evacuatidheatisk of building structures and monuments,
- to carry out work requiring the use of specialitechnical equipment or explosives which are inrdsources of the
Polish Armed Forces,
- removal of hazardous materials and their dispagih the use of forces and means of the facilibéshe Polish
Armed Forces,
- the elimination of chemical contamination and bipdéal contamination and infection,
- removal of radioactive contamination,
- perform the tasks associated with the repair acongruction of technical infrastructure,
- participation in ensuring operability routes,
- perform the tasks included in the provincial emagyeresponse plan.

These tasks in accordance with the Regulation caildétrules for the participation of sub-units drdnches of the Polish
Armed Forces in preventing the effects of a natdisdster or deletion are designated as emergemmgweentive action. The
vast majority of these jobs due to their specifitune will be implemented with the help of speciadl troops such as:

! The law of universal duty to defend the Polish -Nlo 241(2004) item. 2416

2 The Law on the Military Police and military lawfercement bodies - JL No 123 (2001) item. 1353
3 The Law on State of Emergency - JL No 62 (206ahi 558

4 Crises Management Act - consolidated text No 89 (2007) item. 590
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engineering, chemical - including rescue units,clvhére the Chemical and Radiation Emergency Teams (CRE&T the

Military Health Service (MHS) and the Military Premtive Medicine (MPM).

Chemical and Radiation Emergency Teams (CRET) - wepeiaied by the Minister of National Defence, theme of

16.11.1989 No. 85/MON. The Head of the Generalf$taf 14/Oper. dated 13.12.1989, he was referraidacomposition
and rules for the preparation and actions, and itond of participation in the elimination of cheral disasters in the
country. Their primary task is to eliminate cherhiaad radiological contamination in military unasd institutions of the
Ministry of Defence. In addition CRET is able to sapgphe National Rescue-Firefighting in disasteokery, chemical and
radiological accidents. CRET is a be supernumerasynent previously created the full-time designatad adequately
prepared for chemical subunits.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Ongoing of the analysis can be concluded that thieent laws are a correct interpretation of thepasation in the fight
against the effects of risks, both for firefighteasd soldiers. The issue of crisis management isidered by many
institutions and scientific research centers. Sindhis process there are many variables (facibtsmforeseen nature) there
is a need for continuous monitoring and flexiblem@rmeasures. Extremely important for the decisiaking process is an
adequate flow of information and selection fromelsvof management to levels of executive and vassa: According to the
author only permanent improvement at all levelsrio@and and executive) that are involved in the pea# combating the
effects of threats is able to restore an adeqeat# bf security for citizens.
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